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[Droopit ing Sinners. | 


Ga to ich as > at Govs 


Wosxv, for Fear theGosPEL ſhould 


be taken from us. 


Ariſing from Conſideration, That in has: 


Nation ſoever the Goſpel was planted, it was-never | 
totally removed from thence ;* but after an Eclipſe brought up- * 
.-0n them for a time, it frequently revived again. As appears in” 
the following Diſcourſe, -by an enumeration of Particulars all 


the World over. 


Together with ſome brief Signs how to know 
in what Nation the Goſpel is likely to be continued, | 
or from what Nation it 15 lixely to be removed. '$ 


'By FOHN LEIG HTON, Miniſter of the Goſpel | | 
in Nottinghamſhire | 15 


Lament. 3.21> This Irecal to my mind, therefore bave 1 bope.. 26- 
Plal-77. 2. Surely I will remember thy wonders of old. " 


Licenſed, Decemb. the 4th. 1690. 
L0OD 0 N, 


4 [Printed for the Author, and are to be ſold by Tenth ted 
'_ _ Greenwood. tl |  F-1-2 
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" Cannot expef- that this Novel. Matter ſhould find acceptance 
. with many, becauſe it is: a Subje@. that none have writ aboxhy = 
' but moſt have dechared the contrary; gnd becanſe..of the 
_ meanneſs of him that. writes it : And becauſe ſome will ſay, i. 
derogates from God's Fuſtice and Faithfulneſs, he in Juſtice paniſh= 
ing Impenitens Sinneys, and threatning ſome with the removah of 
_ the Cano, If theſe tbreats ſhould not be fulfil d,God-woutd 
20t be true to his Word, neither would Sinners fear his Thidatss- 
| And becauſe I have brought - fo. few Quotations ,.. or Authors, t0 
prove what I have ſaid. But as to theſe Obje@Fions, takg theſe dn-: 
| ſwers. To the firſt, I confeſs.it, I know none that have written on ' 
| this. Subje@;, but if it be uſeful, muſt it never be begun 8 Becanſe - 
none have begun it , muſt it therefore be «lways concealed 8: Nay; 
ſurely it ſhonld at ſome time be revealed. And as to the Amthar's 
| meanneſs, ſure ſome will regard the thing written, if it be wardh- 
regarding 3 they will regard it for the Truths ſake, and not alto- 
| * gether ſlight it becauſe of the Author's meanneſs,- nor becauſe its: ſo 
/ unhandſomely dreſt up. Some better Pen may poliſh it.. - Ar to its.- 
| Derogation from the Juſtice and Truth of God's word; and. thed* - 
| then Sinners would not fear bis Threats, if they were not fulfilled 5 
to that I anſwer thus, None will ſay, That the Famons Clarke de-- 
 rogates from Gods Juftice on Mercy ,. by bis. writing: his Mirror 
for Saints and Singers, where, ll' may \ſee what befel both.z\So- 
neither doth this derogate from God's Fuſtice, while 1 ſay that 
thoſe Places againſt which he threatned thoſe Judgments, he exe- - 
cuted them »pon them, and have given ſome inſtances of that na- 
ture, and thoſe few God thought it enough to be a ſufficient warn- 
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: 4 Us 4 
The Preface. 
1s "to Sinners : will not Si 


s 0 inners fear , nor_CGod_ be. juſt, oxopt. 
+ #he greateſt number of Men be — jriany in this World  Tox have 
. but one old World deſtroyed by Vater, | one Sodom end Gomorha, 
&c. deſtroyed with Fire and Brimſione; one Lot's Wife: 
one Jeruſalem, ſet up in the Oid Teſtament, as . Monuments of 
. God's Severity; and what-if there be but a'few in the New, ; and 
T have-fet them down, 41d what befel all Nations and Churches, 
becauſe of Sin; and that he continued the Candleſtick in ſo many 
places, and reſiored it in all ſo oft, and 1 tel Men where it was; 
Will not -you-give God leave to fpare Men ,' and not lay the 
Extremity upon them , but mittigate it for a time, to try if they 
will Repent; except he be-unjuſt, and then none will fear him? ls not 
his Mercies over all his Works > And doth he mot declare, how 
unwilling he is to deſtroy Sinners ; but he muſt. be unjuſt, and'Sin- 
wers not fear hims Them that -will not fear him, let them go on 
3n' Sin to the end, and thenthey may be made another Lot's Wife, 
or worſe 5 but muſt the greater nuntber be deftrozed, or elſe God be 
wnjuſt, and Sinners not fear him? 7 
© And as to the few Quotations : As to wy elf, I hawe.read. moſt 
Geographers,” and the 1ravels of many, and ſo know that 'I have 
written irnth; what others have done; I know not, Thoſe that 
have read as many as |, know the things are truth that 1 have - 
written's and as for thoſe that have not read ſo many, nor care for 
reading of them, neither would they care for my Quotations, for it 
would make this ſwell far beyond my deſign. It may be, many could 
not get the Books, nor would they be at pains to turn to thew, Men 
uſt not think-that theſe things were fetched ont of a few Books, 
but out of many, which 1 have not now by me, nor know I where to 
| find them. But 1 wiſþ they would give this little thing the read:- 
iug;" and then, if they will, caſt it by till they come to Stand'in need 
of ſneb.Cordials; bythe Troubles and Fears they may be in. 


+ p3Y - Fa £ 
4 , % 
* . 
s - . - 
" * \ - _ mY y . « * _- 
4 = I 
; 
m 2 * Lo * *% - 4 # 

” * : v ; . x 

0 - A G g : - , » #4 n A . , 
> C ” 

- a Y : . . * . X 
; A * * < *.4 . >» J 
- 


FOR 


D200ping Sinners, - «: 
N the time of our moſt piercing Troubles, this came in 
as the Hammer and Nail to clinch them all, to drive us 
from Faith in God, to the Bottom. of Deſpair. Howfo- 
ever, as to any reviving in this World; Namely, the 
= 'publick' Aſſertions of ſuch Men as were: Eminent. for 
Learning and Piety, which declared, Firſt, That it was never 
known that the Goſpel continued in any Nation in its Power. 
and Purity , above a Hundred years. Secoxdly, That. the 


- Candleſtick was removed, and the Goſpel, was quite taken 
away from ſome Nations. Thirdly, The Goſpel never return- 


ed to thoſe Places, from whence it was removed. Theſe Afler-- 
tions from ſuch Men, went like a weight of Lead to my Heart, 
as knowing , that if theſe were true, there was no-hope for 


us in theſe Nations, becauſe we have the ſame, nay, greatee 


Sins among, us, than was 1n any Nation, from whence the Go-. 
ſpel was removed. Whereupon [ ſet my ſelf to that Labori- 
ous Task, to turn over all Authors, that Tcould hear of, or. 
meet with, which treated of thoſe things; to enquire, whe- 
ther thoſe things were true, or not ? Howſoever, tor my own. 


Satisfaction 3 As to the firſt, That faith, It was-never known. 


that the Goſpel continued above a Hundred years in its Power: 
and Purity, After an enquiry after that, by an Enumeration: 


- 28 B off 


(2) 
of Particulars drawn from Scripture and Hiſtory, I have it b 

metoTrove; that the-Gofpeltharhcommued mfome Nations, 
for not only one, bat two, nay, three hundred Fears3 yer, 
with many Struglings for ſome time together. And we know 
it hath continued in a conſiderable Luſter among us, ever 
fince thepeginging of QueegEhizabeth*sReigs, which is above 
a Hundfed and thirty. yeats;z but ofthis, I ſhall ſay no more 
at preſent. As to the other two: Firſ#, That the Candle- 
ſtick, or Goſpel, was quite removed from ſome Nations, but 
never returned to the Places from whence it was taken. The 
Examinatien. and Conchaſion of thoſe 'are now before me. 
But >befare 1 ſay.avy- more, it will be neceflary_ to conſider 


- the Scripture, upon which they build that Aſertion, which is 
that of Rewelations with athers, Repert, or [ will remove the 


Candleflick, &c. Now we muſt conſider the Words : Firſt, 


"What this Candleſtick "is. Secondly, What is the removalof 


it? As to the Candleſtick, it is a Metaphorical Expreſſon , 


' which denotes, Firſt, That all the Light that is in ſuch .a 
h =. is placed on that Candleſtick ; and by removal of that, 


arkneſs follows z Darkneſs will not come till all Light be re. 
moved, except it be oily a comparative Darkneſs; which is 
not the caſe before us. - Secondly, Chriſt is that Light, that 
entightens both Nations and Perſons, as to any true Light. 
Thirdly, By Candleftick, is meant the outward Profeſſion of 
the Goſpe), flowing from a ſincere Heart toward God. And it 
comprehends both the Power and Purity of Godlineſs, and all 
the Privileges of 'it; and this profeſt and enjoyed by both 
Miniſters and People. [I ſhall not quarrel with them, who 
fay, the Goſpel, or Miniſters, -are the Candleſtick 3 bur only ask 
them this queſtion, Where they can find a Candleſtick, where 
there is no People, but only Miniſters, to profeſs, except it 
were for a 'very l[hort time ? Secoz4ly, The removal of the 


Candleftick'is the taking away both the Goſpe], and the Pro- - 
feflion, -and all the Privileges of it from that, or thoſe places 
-where'it was publickly owned. Now the removing the Can- 


dleſtick 


 (3]) 

dkſtick is either: in whole, or in part:3/if the' whole go, there 
is nothing left'; if only part go, there is a: Candleſtick (billy 
tho'it be but a little one: All the: putward Privileges: may be 
taken away, and yet Light may remain, ever! among ho 
that are for a time under a ſore ſuffering Condition. The 
numbers of Profeſſors may be: but few, and thoſe compara- 
tively few, may joyn ſome Errors, and Superſtitions, and per- 

ſonal Vices, with their Profeſſion, and yet have ſincere 
Hearts: towards God-, unleſs Men will ſay, That there is - 
no true Godlineſs. ina ' place where there is either Error, 


or Superſtition, or Vice among the Profeſſors; and then you 


ſhut out all Godlineſs, ' and the Candleſtick out of the 
World. | Þ 
But here to premiſe a few things. Firſ?#, By reaſon of Sin, 
all Men deſerve to have the Candleſtick removed; and it is'of © 
God's Free Grace, that God doth not. ſtrip all Men not only of - 
all that is excellent, but of all that is really.good. Secondly, God: 
hath threatned and executed this upen many. Firſt, When 
by reaſon of the Sin of our firſt Parents, Death came u 
all, and all Good was removed from them. Secondly, Threat- 
| ned and executed upon Caiz, and all:/his Thirdly, Threat- 
ped againſt the Fewsgby. Moſes, confirmed by Solomon, ratified: 
by our Saviour when he told them, the Vineyard ſhould be 
taken from thew, and given tothe Gemtzles, who would bring: - 
forth the Fruits of it in ſeaſon. -Foxrthly, Renewed againſt - 
the Gentiles in the Revelations, that he would take the Can» . 
dleſtick from them, Yet, Thirdly, this Threatning and - 
Execution bath been with difference. Firſ#, Not abſolutely, _ 
but conditionally ; if they repented, it ſhould not come up=-- . 
on them; but-if they did not, it ſhould overtake them: 
Secondly, With a diſtinction; if there were good and bad 
among them, the Rebels among them ſhould be purged ont, 
the good ſhould be afflicted, purified, and then inlarged.. 
Now to come to the queſtion, Whether the Candleſtick _ . 
was ever ſo: removed from the place where it had beenfixcd, 


B 2 ES a 


(4) 
as: that it was-totally,' generally; or moſtly extinguiſhed ? Or: 
whether it was fo-extinguiſhed;, as that it never (or for-the 
moſt-part)returned thither again? And here let the enquiry be 
iato all Nations, ſo far as Scripture and Hiſtory can inform us. 
And here to begin with Ezgland, The Goſpel was firſt planted 
here in Lycinss time: the Romans ſought to root it out by: 
Perſecutions, but coald not. The Saxons did almoſt quite 
extirpate it, yet it was reſtored ta their time, by. their” recei- 
ving of it. The Dares with Fire and Sword ſought to cut off 
all Chriſtians, but could .not. Popery over-run all; but af- 
ter ſo long a time, the Goſpel recovered its Luſter. | That ſo- 
the Goſpel was firſt. planted, and thrice reſtored after it was: 
decayed. Once in the Saxon's time, again after the Danes z 
and then after Popery: That ſo we need not go far for Inſtances 
of the Goſpel's Reſtoration, bleſſed -be God we have ſo. oft 
experienced it 'our (clves.' As.to France, there it hath been 
ſeveral times reſtored, and. is there ſtil], tho under very ſore 
Preſſures. As to Denmark, Sweeden, and Germany , there 
hath been ups and downs many times, and. ſo Bohemia al- 
©; and there it is ſtill, tho in ſome parts of them, not in ſuch 
Luſtre as it hath'\been, In Poland and Myuſcovy, it is there in 
as good a Condition as ever, for any thing I can find. Spaiz 
hath ſomething of the Goſpel ſti]|, as appears by the Suffer- 
iogs of thoſe there under the name of Moores, in which Coun- 
try Men ſuffer for the Goſpel ; there the Goſpel is, tho in a 
Suffering condition. In Traly it (elf, in many parts of it, there 
is ſuch who expect Salvation only by Jeſus-Chriſt, tho hidden 
by Popiſh-durg. And the Learned and Reverend Dr. Burnet 
tells us, That there is ſuch a thing as a Proteſtant Congrega- 
tion in Yerice, tho the Inquiſition be there alſo. In the Weſt. 
Indies, it never was till now of late. In Africa it was, and 
was upon the matter rooted out by the Doratifts, and-after- 
that by the Turks. I am imformed, that there is many Ten 
thouſands there now, tho in a \ſlaviſh Condition ; Oace it 
had a Reſtoration, but was' Eclipſed again. In Greece, there 
Is 


5 

isgreat numbWs profeſſing the' Goſpel 3 and though they be un« 
der Turkiſh Slavery, and 'fadly vitiated,” both .as ro *Religior 
and Manners, yet they have Liberty to'be as good as they will, 

and it is their own faults if they be not better. zh 
 'As tothe Afiar Churches mentioned in the Revelations, con- 
cerning whom there hath .been fuch a long and loud cry,. that 
they have all been ſwallowed up, both Places and Profeſſion? 
fo that neither the Places, nor Profeſſion of the Goſpel is to:be 
found. This cry bad its riſe firſt from the Tyrks overruning 
them, and. ſetting up Mahometiſm in thoſe places. Secondly, 
From the Prieſts and Jeſuits belying them, becauſe they would 
not ſubmit to the Romiſh Idolatry. And Ti3zrdly, It hath beer 
ſpread the more, and continued the longer, by.reaſon' of | the 
Ignorance, Idleneſs and Incapacity of others, 'to find out the: 
Truth, and reſted in believing what others ſaid. . But upon 
ſearch it'is found out, F#r3Z, - as to the places, that there. are' 
ſeveral of the Seven Cities fo deſtroyed,as that there is in ſome 
but a few; in'two of them no Inhabitants. Bur if you look 
into a Book called a Geographical Di@ionary, which treats of 
all} the- Cities of the World, ſhewing what they were, and 
what they are; 5you will find many, nay. multitudes of the An- 
cient flouriſhing Cittes mentioned 10iScrzpture and-Hiftory, that 
are now not to be found : that ſo it is no wonder if Time and 
Age have demoliſhed theſe alſo. But Secondly, As to Particu- 
lars, you ſhall find S-z5r-4 one of the Seven at this day ; not 
only a flouriſhing City as to Trading, e*c. but alſo*he famous/ 
Clark, tells .of ſo many; Hundreds of Chriſtian Churches, are 
= joyned with, and under the Juriſdiction of that City, *Tis 
| * %true, heand others tell us what ſtrange Errors they hold, and 
[ what Ceremonics they uſe, which ſkews them to be 1{ad!y miſled; 
yet who knows whetner that be a right and ftrue Account that 
15 given of them ? we may the rather ſuſpeQ it, becauſe in o- 
ther things they are repreſented worſe than they are. But this 
appears for certain, that there are Thouſands of Churches pro- 
fe{ling the Goſpel there, againſt all Oppoſers of Chriſtianity 3 
_ and 


(6) 
and I think it would be very uncharitable to think or fay, Tha. 
there was none, or that there is: but a few among them. that 
ſerve Chriſt in ſince rity, according: to what Light they: have. 
But as to Philodelphia, it is now but a little: City as to what it 
was yet the Chriſtians there, carry themſelves: ſo well; that the 
Turks have them in great Veneration, and call that Place, the 
City of God. | 

_ As to Jeruſalem, there the Goſpel was, but was rooted out 
the Romans, and Mabowetans ; yet it had its Reſtoration in 
Conſiantine's Time, after, and alſo in the Holy-War, in ſuch a 
meaſure as it was in other parts of the World at that time, tho' 
now little but Idolatry, as to the Fews, tho they be not con- 
verted as to the Nation 3- yet according to Mr. Baxter, Mr. Cal- 
vert, and others, there have been Myriads of Converts come 
qut of them. Look into Egypt, Media, Caldea, Perſia, Tar- 
taria, and all over the Eaſt- Indies, and we cannot find that any 
Nation, or conſiderable numbers of men did ever heartily re- 
ceive the Goſpel, and therefore but few ſcatterings can be 
found there; yet ſome there are, as appears by the Suffering 
they undergo, which we hear of from time to time. As to 
the Leſſer 4ſia, wherein thoſe” memorable things were done, 
which we read: of in'Scripture, it is famouſly known, that 
Thouſands of Churches are ſtil] there, under theNamesof the Cop- 
ticks, the Facobites, and the reſt of the diſtinguiſhed Parties, 
which fill the Countreys, of whom [I ſhall ſay no. more but 
what | have ſaid of the-4ſrar Churches before. In the Weſt-Iz- 
dies 1t never was till now of late, and is there (till: Good Lord 

bleſs and profper it. 
That ſo after an enumeration of Particulars, this is the reſult; 
That where-ever the Goſpel got footing, there is at leaſt ſome 
ſcatterings to be found there (Jl; as if God would tell the 
World, that in all places where he ſows the ſeeds of Grace, none 
of their Powers, and the Gates of Hell to help them, ſhall be a- 
ble to root it up. For that would be ro his diſhonour to plant, 
and then another; by force or fraud to-fruſtrate his deſign 3 but 
| he 
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he will leave ſomethereto keep Poſleflion, till he come to tread 
down all thdrEnemics under their feet. 
| Now to the ſecond part of the Queſtion, Whether there hath 
been a reſtoration of the Goſpel in all the places where it had 
- been planted, 'or whether it hath been moſtly ſo or -not? and 
here:the Queſtion muſt be properly as 'to Nations, where the 
Kings or chief Governors received the Goſpel, and wereableto 
ſtand by themſelves, without dependance on Superiors 3 for a 
Eity or little place that was under the command of a greater 
Power, though they might imbrace the Goſpel and keep it ; 
for there being ſuch ;a great Power above, all that they could 
was not to enlarge, but by ſuffering to keep up their ſincerity 
to God. And here the Seven Churches of Aſa are excepted, 
and all thoſe where there were but a few, and their chief 'Go- 
vernors were Enemies to Chriſtianity. It is well known, the 
Seven Churches were not Nations, but under the command of 
the greateſt Perſecutors, and had no Head of their own to de- 
fend them. And;as to thoſe Nations that have had Reſtoration, 
_ once, or ofter; there is England,” Scotland, France, Ireland, 
Denmark, Sweeden, Holland, Germany, Ruſſia , 14 Poland, Ba- 
hemia. And as to thoſe Nations that did not rective it, ina 
National way, that have bad no Reſtoration, I can think of ' 
no more, but Italy, Spain, Fernſulem, Greece and Aﬀrica ; and 
yet ſome of theſe did not receive the Goſpel in a National 
way, but only ſome in thoſe places did receive it. . That ſo of 
all thoſe Nations that did receive the Goſpe], there is one to 
five that either have had Reſtoration, or howſoever keep 
what they had at firſt ; though we may ſadly bewail it, thar 
there 1s ſuch.a black Cloud upon all at this Day. That ſo there 
hath been moſtly a Reſ:oration of the Goſpel to thoſe King- 
doms where it had been planted, after an Eclipſe came upon ir, 
. and in thoſe. comparatively few-places, where there hath been 
po Returns, there is hopes there will be. Returns 5 becauſe 
God hath moſtly threatned to remove the Candleſtick from the - 


| bad, and reſtore 1 it to the good; and hath promiſed, That all 


Enemies 
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Enemtes (hall be: taken out of the way, and' all the Kingdoms. 
of the World ſhall become the Kingdoms of 'the Lord, and of 
bis Chriſt, | 
That fo this may be a Cordial to ſupport the hearts of ſuch as 
tremble at God's Word of threatning, both in his Word and- 
Providence, in fear of the Goſpel's being taken from them. 
This may (ſtrengthen their Faith 1n God 3:becauſe, where-ever- 
God plants the Goſpel in a Nation, there it never was, nor ne- 
ver Wilt be quite rooted out ; but God upholds a Seed, and 
_ either keeps 1t where it is, or makes it ſpread to a higher de-. 
gree, till it overpower all its enemies, though with much, lorg, 
-and fore ſirugling. Let good men truſt in God, and.encourage 
themſelves in him , and ftay upon him when they are in 
darknefs, and have none, or but a glimpſe of light; God will 
revive, and make his people grow as the Corn, and fend forth 
. their ſmell as Lebanon, and ſpread the Goſpel till all be perfe&-. 
d in Glory. | 
Yer, let none prefume to think that the Goſpel is intailed- 
upon them and their Nation, howſoever they carry 3 for. God 
knows how to preſerve the righteous, and reſerve the wicked 
to be puniſhed : Hz knows how to preſerve the Goſpel in a'Na- 
tion, and yet deſtroy all in that Natfon that abuſe it. And 
here take notice of the difference that God makes, both in his - 
Word and Providence, both in the C/d and. New Teſtament : 
In the O/d Teſtament God declared, That though he would nor 
m2ke an end of [ſrae/, but a remnant ſhould be ſaved 5 yet he 
faith, I will purge out from among you the Rebels, and de. 
ſtroy them, while I preſerve others. And in the New Feſta- 
ment this diftinion is alſo made among the Seven Churches,and - 
under them, to all that ſhall} be-inthe like caſe. T here is one, 
and but one, againſt whom this 1s threatned, that he will re-. 
move the Candteſtick ; and that is againſt Epheſw. Indeed 
there is another of the lame tmport, and that isLaodicea, whom = 
God threatned to ſpew out of his mouth, except they repent- 
<d. All the ather are diſtinguiſhed-in the threat between the 
£2141 | good 
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good and the bad. What threatniog is againſt Smyros, is ih; 
theſe words, [ 4zow the Llaſphemy of them that ſay they are Jews, 
and are not, but are the Synagogne of Satan. That againſt Perga- 
mas is in theſe words, Repent, or I will come unto thee quickly, 
and I will fight againſt them with the ſword of my mouth, The 
threatning is not againſt thee, the Church, that repenteft, bur 
againſt them 3 them that had (inned, and would not repent, 
namely the Baalamites, and Nicholatans. That againſt Thyats- 
ra is thus, [ will cait her, that is Feſabel, and them that commit 
fornication or adultery with her, into great tribulation, and 1 will 
hill her Children with death, except they repent. That again(t 
Sardis runs thus,. If thou wilt not hold fait, repent, and watch; 
8c. yet the diſtinCtion is, Thou hait a few names in Sardis, and 
they ſhall walk with me in white, for they are worthy : That ſo 


we may ſee here is Five of thefe Seven Churches that have a di- 


ſtinQion put among them, between the Good and the Bad, as 
to removing the Candleſtick, while yet ſome of them went on in 
their Sins. But ſome may ſay, God hath removed the Candle- 
ſtick from them all ; and therefore we muſt not make a diſtin- 
Qion where God in his Providence makes none. Anſwer, Yes, 
we may 3 Where God 1n his word makes a diſtinftion, we may 
make one, tho there be none in his Providence at preſent. Pro- 
videncesdo but ſeem to go contrary to Gods Word ; there is a 
Real harmony between them,though we cannot ſee it at preſent; 
and though the Candl:ſitck be for ſo long removed from them 
all ; yet conſider this, that God having a purpoſe to bring in 
Popery and Mahumatiſmr, and ſettle, them in ſuch Places, as a 
ſcourge to all for their Sins : for that time that they are to ſtand 
1a thoſe places, the Goſpel, as to its Glory, mult be removed 
from thence, becauſe it would be overtopt by ms contrary; there- 


| fore it muſt be removed further off, that it may take and ſpread 3 


and vet ſome remnant of it Tefc toſhew that Cod takes uotice 
of the very Places where he ſows his Seed, and remembers the 
in orderto return to them in due time. 
Thus having ſpoken to the Queſtion about continuance, and 
C remoyal 


Er On Wet WO IEA", IP VION : 
- —_ - . Ie a Es Es IIs 


_ ———— _  — __— 
- MM 0 jo i 4 by "Y Te ” mn q - _ 2 
I 
+— — 
( | Q : 


removal'of the Candleſtick, and its returning: again: as to Nati- 
ons, which it may be | have ſpoken to with greater brevity chan 
the matter requires, or than many would, have had it to be 
done: I come now to that part of the Queſtion which concerns 
Churches: for ſome may ſay, Nations may be overthrown, and 
yet Churches may be preſerved in a corner of that Nation: and 
_ particular Churches may be overthrown, and yet the Candle. 
ſtick may be continued in ſome place not far from thence. There. 
+ fore I delipn, by God's afliſtancer, to ſpeak to Churches, 
and that may make the former better underſtooa, and alſo 
\ {trengthen our Faith more in God. But what am I now about? - 
What about to write ? That which no Author hath or could 
write about 2? Becauſe no Author did know, nor could write 
the Matters of every Church, in every Nation. And as to the 
diverſity and contrariety of Authors 3 ſome writing bur part, o- 
thers writing partially, toadvance their own Party, and vilify. 
the others : and moſt writing ſo contrary one to another, What: 
_ am I, that I ſhould either underſtand or believe any thing ?. 
much leſs impoſe it upon others: Yet what I ſpeak , I would. 
ſpeak to the beſt of my Knowledge; and ſuch (as to me) carries 
a great probability, if not a certainty : becauſe I would write 
nothing but what the generality of Writers for this Forty years. 
do agree in, tho all do not give the ſame Words, butvary much. 
10 their. way of Expreſſions. _ 

Churches (before I go any further) muſt be conſidered both 
as to their being, and as to their form. As to their being :. 
That there be really ſuch things as Churches in the World, or 
in ſuch a part of it 3 that is, that there be ſuch a number of 
people, (greater or lefs, that's not the queſtion) who knowing 
and loving Chriſt, and build upon him as their Head, do u- 
nite and joyn heartily together 3 do give up themſclves tothe 
Lord, to his Miniſters, and one to. another, according tq the 
will of Gad, in order to edifie and build-up one another in 
the moſt Holy Faith ; that is, according to what Knowledge. 
and Faith they have ; yet ſuppoling there is ſome of them fin- 
G cere. 
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_ cere towards God, tho' as the Scripture ſaith, ſome cleave to. 
rhem by flatteries. | RS . = 
| As to the form of Churches, which is their Diſcipline; their- 
Order, or the manner of their managing tkeir affairs with rela- 
tion to Church-Gavernment, whether that was right or wrong, * 
we are not to confiderat here for theſe Reaſons. Firſt, Becauſe 
_ miſgovernmentof a Church doth not annithilate the Church, tho 


it diſcredit, an4 weaken it: Theze may be real Churches, 


where there is wrong Diſcipline ; or elſe you will find but few 
Churches 10 the World, eſpecially in former times. Secondly, 
We are not to conſider: the right or wrong of a Churches Diſ- 
- cipline here, becaule of the large fi-1d which Tam here to trace, 
from corner to corner 3 even all the Nations of the World. 
And as all the Controverlie between Heathems, Turks, Jews and 
Chriſtians, have been about Chriſt, whether he be the true God, 
and aJone Saviour, which Chriſtians affirm, and all others de- 
ny - So the greateſt difference that hath been, and is ſtill, 'a- 
mong them that profeſs Chrilt,is and hath been about Ryle and 
Government. The Pope would have it in his way,that he is to be 
believed and obeycd in that way which he ſets up : And every 
one would be believed and. obeyed in that way that they ſec 
up. TEirdly, You (hall find fo little in Hiſtory about Govern- 
ment, except it be claſhing one with another, that that Mat- 
- ter cannot be determined, . We may Cetermine what it ſhould 
have been, and ſome Hiſtory tells us it was right in ſome Places, 
for ſome time. But what it was in ordinary, cannot be known 3 
nay, it rather appears that it was generally wrong. - _ * 
Again, for the better underſtanding of the matter, Churches 
muſt be divided into Three Ranks.: That is, «ſt. The Churches 
mentioned-1n Scripture, which are called the Primitive Times, 
which was for the firſt Two Hundred years after Chriſt. 2ly. 
 Fhoſe'that were from that Time till Popery came to'its' height. 
| 3ly. ThEChurches that have been fince then, and that ſo far as 
can'be found/by ſuch as read Books: | 
As to the firlt of theſe, namely the Churches mentioned in 
C 2 Scripture, 
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Scripture, called the Primitive Times 3 'Scripture tells us how 
good they were at firſt, walking in the fear of God, and in 


the Apoſtles DoQrine, both of Faith, Diſcipline and Manners : 


Yet obſerve what faults evenScripture it ſelf charges them with- 
all, both as to one and other. 

Here we mult- conlider, 1ft. The Form of the Churches, 
and alſo the continuance and Reſioration of them, according: 
as it was, Asto the form, 'cis ſatd, they continued in the Apo- 
ſtles Dodrine, &c. Yet much contrary to what they ought to 
be. All the Churches we read of 1n Seripture,and it is them I am 
now ſpeaking of, for the firſt Two Hundred years after Chriſt ; 
concerning whom, we find nothing written as to form, except 
what is recorded tn Scripture, that can be believed, becauſe there 
is ſo much ſaid againſt the Epiſtles of /gratizs,&5c. as takes away 
_ all credit from them, except it be in thoſethat are wedded to a 


Party,and believe any thing, becauſe they would have it to be fo, 


L ſay, even theſe are charged with many Errors and Vices, as 
to their form: as namely as to the Corinthians, they are charged 
with denying that which. we upon good grounds call a Funda.. 
mental Do&trine, that is, the ReſurreFion of Chriſt, and of the 
Dead - they are charged alſo with Carnal Diviſions, ſome pre- 
ferring Pavl, and ſome Chriſt; and ſome in a carnal] manner pre- 
ferring Chriſt before all: that is, with a negle@ of his Godhead, 


they preferred his Manhood. There was Inceſt alſo among ther, 


that a man bad his Father's Wife, ſome came hungry, and others 
drupken ta the Lord's Supper, in great diſorder. The Coloſſi 


ans are charged with Will-Worlhip,” and Voluntary Humility, 


and worſhipping of Angels. The Galatians are charged with 
caſting off Chrzft, and ſetting up the works of the Law: and 
the Seven Churches, to whom the Epiſtles are written, in the 


Reyelations, you know they were threatned for their [dolatry : 
Lea, thevery Minilters are threatned for ſuffering theſe things.. 


' Nay, there was one Diotrepbes, if not more, who: caſt/off the 

Apoſiles Anthority, and caſt out them that came from them, ec. 

Nay, Paul. complains of this, that not. only particular Perſons 
| | | and 
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and Churches, but all 4/2 weredeparted from him, would nor. 
_ fo much as own him to be a Miniſter, an Apoſtle of Chriſt. 
Theſe and many more charged upon them, were very grievous 
Crimes, and yet God in his word owns them to be Churches 
of Chriſt for all that, only exhorts them to Repent, -and threa- 
tens them, if they did not do it bath heartily and ſpee- 
dily. | 
Now conſider the continuance or reſtoration of the Candle- 
> ftick among them. And here we are to confider what Churches _ 
we are tO _— about, and that is thoſe mentioned in Scrip- 
ture, as the Romans, that is Rome, and the Churches in and a- 
bout it in Italy;Corinthians, Philippians,Coloſſtans, Epheſus, Smyrna, 
Sardis, Thyatira, Pergamus, Philadelphia, Laodicea.- We read, in- 
deed, of the Apoſtles going from one end of the Earth to ano- 
ther, to preach the Goſpel to every Creature ; and St. Thomas 
went into the Exft- Indies, and the reſt of the Apoſtles, and Se- 
venty Diſciples, going to other parts of the Earth, to convert 
Souls to Chriſt, and it appears that they did ſow good Seed, - 
which ſprung up-in many places. But as to their being united in; 
any Church-way, in ſuch a City, Town, or Country,tho we may 
believe they did fo, yet we have no Record beſide Scripture(and 
the Churches named there, but ſuch as deſerve no credit at all). 
to tell in what Towns or Places thoſe Churches had their Union 
and Abode. When I read, Ithink, in Dorotbexs, of the Travel; 
and Abode of the Apoſiles, and Seventy Diſciples, whither they 
went,and where they were ſctled : The whole Hiſtory was mixed 
with ſuch ſtuff, ſo like the Popiſh Legends, that could not tell 
how to believe a word there ſpoken. But then come to'the Mar- 
tyrologies, there you have an account of Scripture-Churches,. 
and their State, and other Neighbour-towns that were near then, 
which is this: The Sins before mentioned, with others, ſoprovoked 
God to wrath,that in the firſt three hundred yearsthere was Ten: 
Perſecutions, one after another, not cloſe together, but intervals 
| between, which haw long they. laſted, I havecclſewhere declared; 
FF to which I refer. you. Theſe Perfecutionsſpread:all over the Ro+ 
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man Empire,which was then all the known World where Chriſti- 
anity was 3 and the Countries, Cities, and. Towns are expreſſed 
by Name in all Countrics, both | in theſe, and all other Natione, 
as may be ſern in'the Martyrologies, where all the Art of Man 
and Devils was ſet on work to invent new and cruel Tormente, 
to deſtroy thoſe poor Chriſtians, Such"numbers of thouſands 
kill'd and baniſhed, ſuch Citics and Towns deſtrc y 'd, great num- 
bers forſakiog their own Habitations, and going where they 
., might find Succor: Their Eſtates were confiſcated, and given to 
_ their greateſt Enemic s. If you ask in what places this was done ? 
The Anſwer is, It was done in every Nation, City, and Town, 
eſpecially in the moſt eminent Places for Number and Prof: lion, 
that where there ws the moſt at the beginning of theſe Perſecu- 
tions, there was the fewelt left; nay, not in many places, not fo 
much as any numbers that durſt openly profeſs Chriſtianity, but 
the Candleftick was removed from the greater to the leſſer 
- places, ' and that at ſome diſtance alſo. But obſerve it, there 
was neither Pope nor Tyrk all this while, but Heatheniſm: but 
after the firſt Perſecution, there came Halcion days. Them ba- 
niſhed and fled, returned home again, enjoyed their Eſtates, and 
the Goſpel, and flouriſhed by and in the Goſpel, till the next 
Perſecution came, and fo of the relt ; that ſo there was Ten Perſe- 
cutions, taking away the Candl: ſtick, and Ten Reſtorations to 
the moſt of places, I think to all, where the Towns were not 
deſtroy'd ad [ can remember but two Towns deltroyed all 
that while, that is, Jernſalcze and Corinth, 1f the latter was de- 
eyed at that time. 

- As to the ſecond Rark of Churches, namely, from the Giſt 
two hundicd years after Chriſt, to the height of Popery, which 
was above four hundred years after the fiift two hundred years, 
Popery began to exerciſe its Power, tho it had not the Name, 
nor Thing'then, except 10 its b: -ginning. | ſay, Popery began 
to exerciſe its Power, not fo much in Dottrinals, as in Diſci- 
pline; for it was above two hurdred years after, before mage- 
worldly; or Idolatry came to have any Power; but then they 
began 
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began to change their Diſcipline, that is, not at firſt to \ deſtroy 
| Presbytery 3 but toſet up a Preſes,or Superintendant, not a Lord 
Biſhop over the other Presbyters;z and that thus, the Goſpel was 
beſt planted in great Citiesz and after that, the Country there 
about came to joyn with them 3 and the Numbers encreaſi 10g, the 
. Country would have Miniſters of their own, with the Conſent 
of him,or them that were chief Miniſters in that ad) joynivg City 3 
this at firſt was like them which we call Chappels of Eaſe, for the 
greater conveniency; but the chief Biſhop, as he was then called, 
would needs Exerciſe ſome kind of Authority over the reſt; then 
it came to Dioceſles, that is, many great Towns Joyning together, 
over which one called a Dioceſan, was ſet up. Then the Biſhop 
of Rome, becauſe it was the chief City, and Miſtreſs, or Lady of 
the World, would needs challenge the Preheminence, tho not in 
f that Lordly way which it did afterward 3 this laid a Founda- 
tion for future miſchiefs, but all this while Perſecntions, and re-- 
vivings went on. Then abour the year 315. Or as others, 325. 
= - Conſtantinethe Great was made Emperor, who quite deſtroyed 
Heatheniſm, and ſet up Chriſtianity in the greateſt Luſtre, to 
the higheſt top, and reſtored the Goſpel to its higheſt pitch, to- 
all places from whence it had: been taken, even to Fernſalem it 
ſelf, And ther? appeared the Ancient Fathers, ſuch as Athara- 
fiar, who compoled that Creed, called Atharaſins's Creed 3 and* 
others ſo much.talked of in all parts of the World in their fe-- 
veral places and Apes of the World ; but they being infeted 
with the former Leven of Superiority, and Herefies then break-- 
| ing out , which ſpread fo far, that it was ſaid, All the World. 
was Arian : There: came a great. Eclipſe, upon the whole - 
g World, as to the Power and Purity of Religion ; for they ſet 
up the Power of one Biſhop over another, till they pleaded for, 
and advanced the Biſhop of Rome to be Univerſal Biſhop, tho. | 
many were againſt it. Then the Name of Chriſtianity was raiſed, . 
and cried up to the Heavens 3 but the true Nature of it was- 
caſt down, ſo as it became almoſt inviſible; and then there was: 


; an univerſal reſt to all Profeſſors of Chriſtianity, except in ins. 
Places - 
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places where they quarrelled one with another about their Pre- 
cedency, and other Errors. | x 
3. As tothe third Rank of Churches, that have been fince 
Popery came to its height, which was about the year 606. when 
Phocas made Boniface Univerſal Biſhop. But here the Field is ſo 
large, and caſes ſo different, that it is impoſſible that I ſhould 
_ Expreſs them; and the Tragedies ſo ſore, that one cannot think 
of them without Tears 3 and fo univerſal, that except it was here 
and there in a Dioceſs, or Church, few or none eſcaped the 
miſchief, nay, ſcarce any was free altogether. The Biſhop of 
Rome having got his Power, began with vigor and force to ex- 
erciſe it. And about the ſame time began Mahowet to appear 
with his falſe and wicked Tenents; and by theſe two, the 
whole World, both Nations and Churches were fet on a Flame, 
which continues to this day. The Tarks being raiſed up topu- 
niſh all ſorts of Men for their Sins, as the Pope was on the 
other (ide ; but between them all,even Churches went to wrack. - 
To begin with the Biſhop of Rowe, He, I ſay, having got his 
Power, began with force to execute it,not only againſt Churches 
Univerſally, but againſt the Biſhops, Magiſtrates 3 nay, the 
Emperors themſelves,that did either oppoſe him,or defend them; 
and went on fo far, that upon the matter he 1aid all Churches, - 
as to the Power and Purity of them, in the Aſhes of his Superſii- 
tion and Idolatry, and that for no ſmall, but a long time, even 
hundreds of years 3. and here we can find none altogether free ; 
nay, ſome Towns and Churches deſtroyed,- which I cannot find 
was ever built again, tho ſome of them was; yet it pleaſed 
God, in mercy to his People, and for upholding his Church, to 
raile up ſome or other, both Princes and Biſhops, to ſtand up 
in defence of the Truth. There was Dukes, Earls, nay, ſome 
Kings, and ſome Emperors, that did oppoſe theſe Proceedings ; 
nay, ſome Biſhops alſo, in their ſeveral, Juriſdiftions, who put a 
ſtop for a time to thoſe violent Proceedings, while yet the In- 
fedion was ſtill in the Bowels of their Precin&s, and broke out 


again, when thoſe that oppoſed it were removed. There 
were 
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were ſome of theſe before the Pope came to his height, as many 
of the Fathers, as Irenens in Lyons in France, St. Cyprian, St. Au> 
guſtin, nay, St. Jerom, who oppoſed Epiſcopacy, and pleaded 
for Presbytery. Nay, Gregory the Great, Biſhop of Rowe, did 

oppoſe the Name and Thing of Univerſal Biſhop. There was 
Conflantine the Great, who ſet himſelf as wuch as might be to 
oppoſe all Badneſs. And alſo, Lucizs King of Exglarnd, and 
multicudes of others of great Note; yet, through unwarineſs, 
both in\Dof@rine and Life, they contributed ſomething ' or 
ether to the raiſiog up the Biſhop of Roxre, which brought ſuch 
an almoſt total Darkneſs upon the whole World and Churches, 
that not one pure Church was to be found ; nay, all manner of 
Learniog ſo loſt, that in the Thirteenth Century, there was but 
two Writers to be found in that hundred years, and thoſe mean 
Authors alſo. - = 

Then, after the Pope had driven all his Oppoſers out of his 
way, he had the ſole Power, ſo as ſcarcely any, but a few infe- 
rior Perſons, durſt, or did appear againſt him, which made Je- 
ſuits give out that raſh Brag againſi the Proteſtant, Where 
was your Religion before Lyther ? But it pleaſed God, who 
ever remembers Mercy in the mid{t of Judgment, to raiſe up 
fome to appear againſt this Man, and Body of Sin; as: ſome 
Emperors, Kings, and Princes; tho they ſtood 'not long ,- but” 
fell before him. About the year 1100. there roſe' up one 
Waldas, from whom his Followers were were called Walden- 
 fes, and the chief 'of them! Albzgenſes, becauſe their dwelling 
was about the River Ay, who being headed by the Earl of 
Tholouſe , and'' others', - manfully-withltood all the 'Papal -Ar- 
mies of Pilgrims and others, and maintained a War forty 
years With ſeveral Intermiſhons, and kept their Religion 
and Privileges, in deſpite of all their Enemies. - Then ap- 
peared Fohn Wickliffe in England; after bim, John Haſſe, and 
Ferom of Prague iti Bohemia, and others all up and down bur, 
alas, they had but few open followers , and the Churches 
they had, which were but few, were (till fill'd with Popiſh 
D Dottrines, 
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DodQrines, only they appeared againſt the notorious Abuſes, 
yet with ſo much Darkneſs upon their own Spirits, as he 
that reads their Works may ſee, that it was but break of Day, 
as tO right Religion. Then after them, comes Martin Luther, 
( having received Light from Wicklifſe's Books) he came 
Thundring and Lightning againſt the whole Papal Intereſt , 
and prevailed fo far, till by degrees the Proteſtant worſhip was 
eſtabliſhed in Germany, and other Nations and Churches to this 
day. Then comes Calvin and others, who Reformed the Re- 
formed Religion, which ſpread into many Kingdoms, and mul. 
titudes of Churches were formed after that way ; but, alas, tho 
they got Peace and Privileges for their way, there was, and is 
ſtill many groſs Abuſes both as to DoGrines and Manners in 


| . the generalnty of them. 


Nextly, We muſt conſider Mzhozwet, and his nonſenſical 
and wicked Dodrine; and as before, I have fpoke to Exrope, 
and the greateſt part of it ; So, now I muſt ſpeak to Aſa, and 
Afﬀfirica, and America , and that part of Greece, and other 
People that have faln into the Turks Power, Mahomet firſt. 
began, and broached his curſed Doftrine in Arabia, and fo 
ſpread it in Fudea, and Fernſalem, they being on one {ide 
next adjoyning to hins He firſt: began with fair -Pretences, al- 
lowipg all Chriſtians the: free: Exerciſe of their Religion with=. 
out controul, ſo they would but own him. as their Sovereign 3 
and tho ſince, many even of their Emperors 10 their Wars 
_ againſt Chriſtians, do ſpeak many things blaphemouſ]y againſt 
Chriſt, yet it appears that.they intend. it. chiefly again(t the 
Idvlatry of -the Church of Rowe, which Idvlatry they hate ; 
but thoſe that have no Idolatry 'among them, they deal 
very fairly with them, except ſome, [againſt whom ſome 
_ Violent Txrks' have a fſpight, and ſo: accuſe; them to get 
their Eftatesz and alſo the Mobile. when they 'are-up, will 
plunder the..Chriſtians, and there is no remedy-in that caſe.” 
But to return again to Mahomet, he leading 'an Army with 
him, eame and conquered all Countries by little and little ; 
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ll, if T miſtake not , they entred ſame part of Europe. : A> 


gainſt him, and to recover Fernſalems out of the hands of his 
Followers, was that which was called the Holy War begun , 
where great things were done, bur loſt again in the ſpace cf 
about two hundred years. Mahomet, and thoſe he brought out 
with him, both in his Life, and after his Death; were -called 
Saracens, pretending to be. the.promiſcd Seed of Sarah; they 
being great in Power, and conquering every where for hun- 


. dreds of years. The Turks, who had received the ſame Religt- 
on, overthrew and diſpoſieſt them, and planted themſclves in 


their rvom 5 their Religion brought moſt of 4a and Africa, 
all Greece, and a great many Countries in Exrope, under their 
Dominions, tho they never entred into America. - Theſe Turks 
were 1n continual Wars to enlarge their Dominions, and did 
not regard whom they fought again(t, whether it was the beſt 


__ or worlſt of Chriſtians, or Heathens, or thoſe that were Ma- 
 homitans, as themſelves all .chey ſought to invade, defended 
themſelves, and had various ſucceſs, till at laſt ſo many King- 


doms and Countries were ſubdued by them. This Se& of Ma- 
homet bath continued above a Thouſand years z tho the Turks 
in any great Power not above Five hundred. ; Now, the very. 
recital of theſe things may let us ſee what Condition, both 
Kingdoms, Countries,and Churches,all the World over muſt have 
been under the Pope on one ſide, and the Tarks on the other,both. 
in their own Dominions, .and-where their Armies lay ; what 
Deſtrucionof Cities, Towns, and Families:3 what Diſturbance, 


_ asto their Religion and "Worlbip 5 what drawing and driving 


Mezn from the Power and Purity of Religion by force, threat-. 
nings, and promiſes of Reward z and this univerſal in all 
places where Chriſtianity was, that one would wonder that 
there:ſhould be. a ſpark of Godlineſs left-.unextioguiſhed, or 
that there ſhould. (he any. revivings-again. Bat the Great God, 
to ſhew-forth bis Eternal Power, and Godhead, upheld his own 
Childreg, and reſtored the Candleſtick again to ſo many Na- 
tions, as hath been, before — 3 tho the Light was not ſo 
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clear as it had been: before, nor ſo as it hath been fince in ſome: 
places, nor as we hope and pray, that it will be in all Nati-: 
ons for the future. | - | 

From all that bath been ſaid, we may obſerve theſe things. 
1: What Darkneſs there hath been over all the World, as to: 
the things of God; and as the Apoſtle Joby, who lived in the - 
beſt of times, as to the Purity of Religion, the Primitive times, 
faith , The whole World lieth in Wickedneſs; but there hath- 
come greater Darkneſs ſince, even upon Churches themſelves, 
even the pureſt of them. 2dly, If Men enquire after pure- 
Churches, where there was, or is Exemption from groſs miſcar-. 
riages, in ſome joyned with them, you muſt not find that ever 
there was, or is ſach in the World, except negatively, that- 
fuch faults have not for a time been diſcovered, or record- 
ed. If ehere was a Judas among the Twelve, tho not diſco- 
vered for a while, how many may be found among a hundred: 
or a thouſand, united in a Church-way? 3dly, If you-enquire 
which is the leaſt of Grace, in them that are yet a Church of: 
God, or the greateſt of outward Sins, that makes a People 
ceaſe to be a Church of God? Fhat it not to be anſwer'd;- 
for if there be the grofieſt of Sins, even Adultery, Idolatry, 
_ Witchcraft ; nay, what not, in ſome of them, yea, and a world- 
of Hypocriſy alfo,as ts charged upon the Ferifb Church, and ap-. 
. on the Gentiles, in the New Teft went alſo. Now, if a pretended. 
Church be made up of only theſe, or fach like :. then it is no- 
Church, but a Synagogue of Satan: but if there be ſome really 
good amongft them, tho bat very few, and a great number: 
Hypocrites; If ſome that were bad, have repented before they 
entred into a Church-way, or diflembled it for the preſenr, ſo. 
as they got admittance., and then it was diſcovered, after- 
ward ; or when they came to be dealt ſerioufly withal im a 
Charch-way , and then repented afterward : if it ever was a 
frac Church , till all that'made it a Church, them and their 
Snccefiors that made it a Church, be remeved, it ts a Church - 
till. Tf there had been but ten in Seder, and but one in 
"IR Eo Fernſalew, 
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eruſalemthat exebuted Juſtice and ment, Jern/alem had till 
iy continued in her Ct yt ro z nay, 
- thoſe that were good among them, and for fin carried captive 
into Babzlon,' were yet continued, and upheld as a Church, 
or elſe there was no Church in the World at that time. T 
know it will be queried here, Whether the Church of Roxve 
be atrue Church or no ? Some ſay it is fo, others deny it : bur 
Iwill not determine that caſe. But ſome will ſay, your Words 
ioply ſo mach, when you ſay, if it was once a true Church, it 
continues ſo to be ?* To that anſwer - I ſaid nothing of that 
nature, but only by way of ſuppoſition : if there was ſo many -_ 
in ſucha place, as conſtituted a true Church there, till-all was _ 
gone,that made it a true Church,it remainedto be a true Church. 
Now whether all that make a true Chnrch, be continued in the 
Church of. Rowe or not, it's nothing to the matter in hand : 
For-[:am all along ſpeaking of places, and have yielded, that 
from-ſome places the Candleſtick hath been removed, and the 
Place deſtroyed, as Fernſa/em, Epheſus, and others, and the Can-- 
dleſtick hath been ſetled in places not far off Now it is fuff-. 
cient for. me, if-I' can find-a true Church in [taly, of which 
Rome was the Head, or in any -place near it. Now I have ſhew- 
ed one tobe in Venice, which is. in [tzly, Ec. whodare deny: 
rhat there is ſo many-in thoſe Parts, who own Chriſt in ſincerity, 
as would make a Church, if they were in one place united to- 
gether 2 Doth God own none for his People, and ſo in an ime. 
proper ſence a Church, who are not unned at- preſent jn the 
Formalities of. a Church-way. Foxrthly, This ftill confirms 


what I ſaid before, that where God planted a Church in aplace, - 


there it is (ti}l, ec. there is very few Exceptions againſt it, but. 
there 1sſomething of Chriſtianity fti]], except the Place was de- 
{troyed, and ſo Chriſtians removed to ſome diſtance, becauſe 
there was no place there Jeft for them. to dwell in; though the - 
formof the Church was changed from-better to worſe, yet Chri- 
ſianity is4til] there, or near it, to be found. Andasto Reſto-. 
ration of the Candleſtick, Ifpeak higher than I did before, thae. 
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after this enumeration:of all particulars, that where-ever the 
Goſpel was planted, there hath been ſome Reſtoration for a' 
time, though not ſo oft, nor for ſo long as in other places; ex- 
cept thoſe places from whence the Candleſtick was- never remo- 
ved, but they are ſtill. in as good- a-condition as they: were at 
firſt: and thoſe Cities, Towns or Countreys, that were deſtroy- 
£9, and no Inhabitants left, as Fern/alem 1n a great meaſure, and 
Epheſis, againſt which that threatning was -made, and made 
good, to their ſorrows) and the reaſonto confirm it, is this, 
namely,. every place by reaſon of- the great Revelutions that 
have come upoa them, . have had their. ups, as well as their 
downs; and them that raiſed them up,as to their outward ſtate, 
raiſed them up as to their Religion, though it hath not come to 
.that height of Purity that it bad before: and indeed Purity 
hath been leſſened in every place, for this Thirteen Hundred 
Years, onely a little reviving there bath been in ſome. plzces, 
for this Two Hundred Years, in ſeveral places; and I hope and 
pray that it maygo on to a perfett day all. the World over. 
_ Yet by way of caution and declaration of the intent of theſe 
Papers, to make the matter more intelligible, take- theſe fol- 
lowing Propoſitions, | 
Firſt, God-is not tyed to ſettle or continue the Candleſtick 

1n any Place, nor among any People, any further, than as his 
gown Glory and Covenant engages him toit. There is neither - 
power nor deſert in any Perſon or Pepple to ſettle or continue 
it there {+ The very El:&, and pureſt Churches, are but Tenants 
at will, as to this Life,*neither as to their lives nor continuance 

 Inaplace. They are always 1n this Life upon their good beh2- 
- viour, and therefore had need to be careful to pleaſe their great 
Landlord, who gives thew ſuch livings upon ſuch eaſy terms, as 
only their right improvement of them to his Glory, and their 
own and others good. | FICTH | 
Secondly, There is ſuch a thing or things as: Severity, and 
Mercy : Severity is not only a puniſhing Sinners accordipg to 
Juſtice, but a puniſhing them to the utmoſt height of it. . And 
| thus. 


(23) 


Þ thus when Chriſt had taken upon him the figs of the whole 


World, tho he had none of his. own 5 yet he undertaking to 
ſatisfie for the fins of the World, of the Ele as Scripture Gith: 
Gad wou'd.not ſpare him, but layed full loads of. Juſtice upon 
| him, to make him a Monument of Juſtice and Severity, by that 
curſed, ſhameful, painful Death of the Croſs. Sothe Damned 
in Hell will be paniſhed with ſeverity, that they muſt not 
come out thence, till they have paid the uttermolt farthing, cn- 
dured puniſhment to the utmoſt, which they can never do, and 
therefore mult do it for ever. So itt this life Severity 1s uſed, 
not only death is infliged, but the molt tormenting ſhameful 
| death is laid upon them, to mike them Examples of Severity, to 
be Terrors and warnings to others, that they may not ſin after 
that manner - and this inflicted not always upon the worſt of 
men, but ſometimes upon'the higheſt rank of Profeſſors, Fe- 
ruſalemz was the only and beſt profeſſing Nation in the World, 
at that time ; yet they was dealt-withal with that ſeverity, that 
they cryed out, - Come and ſeeif there be any ſorrow like unto my 
ſorrow, wherewith the Lord hath affliFed me in the day of his fierce 
anger? Loi's Wife, we have nothing againſt her, but that one 
AQ of Diſobedence, in looking back, which the moſt think to 
be but a ſmall tranſgreſſion ; yer for that ſhe was made a Monu- 
ment. of Juſtice,. tothe higheſt ſeverity. So our Saviour tells. 
us, That tho that were fo ſeverely dealt withall,. were not 
greater finners than all that dwealt in Ferz/alem, but they were 
Examples of the ſeverity of Juſtice. Secondly, As there is: Se= 
verity,, ſo alſo there.is Mercy :. As the Apoſtle ſaith, It was /c- 
werity on them that fel; but mercy.and goodneſs on them that were 
 grafled in and Sto2d. Now by mercy is meant, not eoly com:- 
mon mercy, as all Creatures have z nor ſpecial mercy, as all the 
Ele& have; but extraordinary mercy, ſuch as few have. All 
the Elect are,. and ſha]l be perfeQed in Holineſs and Happineſs. 
But there are ſome that are made Monuments of Merey or Good- 
neſs above others,to the higheſt degree of mercy, to ſhew. forth 
the mercy of God to the higheſt degree that can be in ſhewedthe 
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World : not only to the height of the Covenant of Grace, but 
ſometimes above it, eyen to prerogative, There was many 
good Kings, but D:vid above them-all, a man after God's own 
KG "Solomn the wiſeſt, Moſes the meekeſt, Fob the pati- 
enteſt, all have bzen ſaved, biit ſome moſt eminently ſaved ; all 
have had the Goſpel brought amongſt them; but amongſt ſome 
it ſtayed but a little while, 'in compariſon 3 or howſoever, it 
was but of a low degree, like a Shrub, Others have had it - 
eminently, and that for Hundreds of years together,. and with -. « 
ups and downs, continues there ſtill; and this not only to the 
beſt}, but oft'-times to the worſt of men, as Pax! faith of him- 
ſelf ; That beiog the greateſt of Sinners, God had mercy on him, 
and thar not only for his ſake, but that thereby the riches of his 
free Grace might be known in the world : and indeed by this, 
the freeneſs and abundance of his Grace and his Power is mani- 


feſted, that it may be ſeen what God hath to give, and what the 
-great God can do. But this ſeverity and abundance of grace, - 
1s but ſeldom exerciſed; nor indeed is '1t needfu], while there is 
an ordinary way of puniſhing and ſaving men, there is no need 
of extraordinary ſeverity or mercy, except in extraordinary Cca- 
ſes. And God, by his provideaces, ſhews that he accounts a 
few the beſt. bs 
313. Yet do not deſpiſe this threatning of removing the Can- 
'dleſtick, becauſeit is ſeldom exerciſed ; for it is a threaten of 
God apainſt obſtinate and hard hearted finners.If'men ſay, it is 
ſeldom executed, and therefore not ſo much to be feared. An- 
ſwer, The ſeldomer executed, the more to be feared ; eſptcial- 
1y againſt them that barden themſelves in fin, becauſe ſo many 
eſcape ; for thoſe are wicked with a vengeance, ' who encoura #2 
themſelves in fin, becauſe God doth-not infli& upon men he 
ſore(t of Judgments no more frequent]y in this life; and themore 
ſeldom they come, the greater vengeance, and preater load of 
miſery will fall apon the head'of them upon whom they fall, 
becauſe they deſpiſed the goodneſs and long-ſuffering of God, 
- Which ſhould lead men to repentance, | 4 
| Yea, 


CK. 


- Yea; this may ſpeak terror to-all that harden themſelves: in 

| fin, becauſe-this is, and muſt. be executed as oft as God fees. 
good-;z and if it be not often executed, yet are other Judgments, 
which are ordinarily executed, which will be az ill ro thee and 
thine, and- the place where thou dwelleſt,. nothing to thee ? 
You ſee what. Judgments come upon men 1n ordinary ; as ling- 
ring death, by tormenting Diſeaſes : There is Plague, Famine, 
Sword, Hanging, Drowning and Burning ; there is Sudden- 
death without Repentance, and there is a being hardened 1n (io; 
that though the Goſpel be continued among them, yet God 
gives them over to judicial blindneſs, and hardneſs of heart, that 
they-run into the worſt of Errors: Imbrace Do@rines of Devils 
under a notion of Truth ; are givengpver to ſtrong deluſions 
to beheyea lie ; turn Ranters, prophane, ungodly, and infet 
their Poſterity, Relations and Acquaintance : and ſo the Can= 
dleſtick is taken from them and theirs, though it be ſtill in the 
Countrey or Place where they live : And multitudes of other 
ſorts of Judgments come upon them, to take away their Lives, 
and caſt them-into Hell for ever. Will not, men care what death. 
they 'die, ſo they be not Gibited quick ? Will not men care 
which way they go to Hell, if they have the Goſpel preached to 
them, though they never regard it while they live? O man! im- 
- prove the Goſpel while thou haſt.it, and then it will never be 
taken from thee < but if. thou doſt not improve it, it willeither 
be taken away from thee and thy Gountrey, and thy fins will 
be the means of deſtroying thee and thine, and the Countrey; or 
elſe thou thy ſelf 'wilt go-to Hell, and that will be as 11] to thee 
as all the other. Do men fear no other Judgment, nor Sin nei- 
ther, nor God, but only the removal of the Candleſtick, leſt 
they ſhould want the light of the Goſpel to play witha), and a- 
buſe it? then to be ſure the fear of God is not before their faces. 
Let men ask themſelves theſe Queſtions, Whether Hell will not 
be hot enough for.rhem, which .way foever they get thither ? 
21ly. Whether they may not get as eafily to Hell by the abuſe of 
the Goſpel, as by the want of it? | ; 
16 E Fourthly, 
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 Fourthly, This ſpeaks-comfort to all thoſe who tremble at 
Gods Word -- who know, that the abuſe of the Candleftick de- 
ferves to have it removed - And God hath threatned it as the 
ſoreſt Judgment, ſaying, Wo to them indeed when I depart from: 
them. And God hath executed this threatning upon many pla- 
ces, the greater number indeed only in Part ; and ſome, thot 
not many, to the full. Thoſe who ſeriouſly are affefted with-' 
theſe things, tremble for fearit ſhould be our caſe, becauſe we 
have deſerved it. To theſe I would ſpeak theſe@things. It is 
$200 .yea.s great mercy, to be affeted with theſe thingd, if men. 
feared theſe aright,there would be leſs caule of fear,if the grea- 
ter number were in fear about it, for that would be a good means- 
by putting them upon $he uſe of means to prevent it. Burt, 
Secondly, In fear, there 1s not only torment, but a ſnare. When 
mens fears diſtra& their hearts, and hinder them from living. 
by Faith, to purify their hearts - or 1t is a ſtrong deluſion up- 
on them, that while they thus fear the Candleſticks removal, 
they flatter themſelves with thinking they prefer the Goſpel a-- 
bove all, . but in the mean time never take care to prevent its- 
remova]), nor to keep it among them, but rather live ſo in heart 
and life, that they drive it away from them, as many men who - 
fear ſuch a miſchief coming upon them, and to prevent it, 
through their folly they ufe ſuch means as brings it upon them 
ſooner, and more effeQually than elſe it would have come. 
Let all beware of ſuch a ſnare, for it is not thy fearing, but thy 
doing in God's Name and way, that muſt prevent it. But a word 
of comfort to ſuch as tremble at God's Word of threatning in 
that caſe, Firſt, It is not oft, nor in many places to be found, 
that God hath done ſo, as hath been fhewed. There is very 
few places from whence God hath quite or totally taken away 
the Candleſtick : Sometimes he hath done fo to warn others ; 
_ and f:equently he hath brought them very low, and frequently 
revived them again. Secondly, God hath fo ſanctified the tak-. 
ing of the Candleſtick from thoſe few places, that it hath been 
for the ſpreading and eſtabliſhing of others. The taking the 
Goſpel 
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Goſpel from Jernſalew, was a ſpreading it all over the World z 
and God hath ſtruck ſuch a fear into the hearts of men, ariſing 
from ſuch a Peoples being caſt off, as hath made them look bet- 
ter to themſelves, to improve the Goſpel while they had it; 
that the removal of it was prevented, and that was God's delign 
in it, not to caſt off all, nor the greater number of them that 
had deſervedit: for then he might have played ſwoop-ſtakes,and 
have left few or none to take warning : then his own deſign 
had been loſt : Therefore here is comfort to them whoſe fear 
is right, becauſe by the fear of falling, theſe are kept from fal- 
ing, as God faith and doth ic, 1 will put my fear into theit 
hearts, that they ſhall not depart from me, neither will I depart 
from them, from doing them good. O then cheriſh a godly fear of 
Jlofing all, and ſtrive to improve it while you have it z and 
then whatever becomes of others, you ſhall not loſe all, byt 
get and keep all. | 
Now to give a ſew brief figns by which we may know in 
what Nation or Countrey the Goſpel is likely to be:continued, 
and from what Nation or Countrey the Goſpel is likely to be 
taken away. But before I give the figns, I muſt ſpeak fome- 
thing to what ſigns are, and what rules we are to go by in con» 
cluding of them. Of figns, ſome are fallible, and ſome infal- 
| Hble - fallible, when men-judge by falſe rules, and draw falſe 
Concluſions from true Premiſes, Trfallible, ' when men judge 
by right Rules, and-draw natural true Concluſions. There is 
_ the Premife, and the natural DeduQion from it, and the right 
or wrong application of it tothe matter in hand : And if you 
confider (in 1n one reſpec, that is in reſpe& of the deſert of it, 
this-will bring: men to defpair, becauſe loſs of all good here, 
andeternal flames in Hell is the only wages of fin: and if you 
look at mens goodneſs, as-to the defert of it, whether in 
 Countreys or Perſons, there is no ſuch thing to be found : No 
Perſorr or Nation, how good ſaever, can deſerve to be ſpared 
or reſtored, it muſt all be of God's free grace : bur the ſin and 
multitude, and incorrigeableneſs of it, ſhould be thought of, to 
— E 2 humble 
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"humble and ftir them up to reformation: and what goodneſs is 
. found jn Perſons or Countreys, may be conſidered to:make men - 
thankful, and ſtrengthen their Faith in God, and ſtir them up 
to devote themſelves wholly to God, and be very ative for 
bim.* And here we areto look nor only at the outward and vi- 
.. fible face of things whether they be good or bad, but enquire 
into the truth of. the matter, and make the Word of God our 
rule in judging of things according to that. The chief and only - 
ground of hope, is the free grace and mercy of God, theſatiſ: 
faqion and interceſſion of Chriſt, and the Covenant of. God ; 
and theſe applyed by Faith, and ſuch Faith as works by love, 
and purifies the heart 3 for without faith it is impoſſible to pleaſe 
God ; he that believes not, is condemned already : and again, as 
faith Scripture, If you belicue not, you ſpall not be eflabliſhed, 
And except mens Faith work by Love, and purifie their hearts, 
it is but preſumption, which will deſtroy thee 3 therefore look 
that thou judge according to theſe good rules. Now I come 
tothe figns. And #3rſft, as to. Perſons: AndSecondly, To Na- 
tions, Towns, and Countreys. Af'to Perſons: , He that would 
know whether he ſhall have the Goſpel, and the benefits of it 
continued to him, let him -try by theſe figns, whatſoever fins 
thou art:guilty'of, thoit be crimſon fins, ſuch as the fins of Ma. 
' #aſſes, who dealt- with familiar Spirits, and filled: Fern/alew 
with the Blood of Innocents ; or a Soul, who was fo.greata.Per- 
kcutor, that through madneſs he made havock ofithe Church, 
and drove them not only*from City to: City, but forced them 
(through their weakneſs for. the. preſent) to, blaſpheme, e+c. 
tf thy ſ11as were of [the bigbeft xabk, yetaf thou be like them 
19 their after days, truly converted, and become anew Creature, 
and it be manifeſt by thy loving God above all,. and hating (in 
_ above all, and endeavouring tocaſt off, and caſt out every fin, 
to purge thy ſelf from-every pollution of fleſh: and ſpirit, .and 
to perfe@ holineſs in the fear of God: Lſay, endeayouring after 
|| it, for no man is perfe&t ip bimſelf? in.this life,z -but if thoy be 
| Jike the Apyſfile Part in that thing, that thou be ſtriving tocaſt off 
fE ' the 
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the'unfruitful Works of Darkneſs, and to'put on the Armor of 
Light. To forget thy old Converſation of Badnefs, and with all 
thy might preſs forward - after the mark of the priſe of the bigh 
calling of God in Chriſt Feſus, and endeavouring to be conforma- 
| bleto.the will of God, indited by his Spirit, and revealed in his 


Word, and with Faith and Patience wait upon God, in the 


hearty and unfeigned Obſervance of all his Commands , and 
wait for God, and perſcvere-in good to the end; Thou, Q 
Man! need not fear the loſs of the Goſpel), that it ſbould be 
taken from thee ;. let come what will, or can come, or what 

place ſoever thou ſhalt come into; yet thou mayeſt be ſure of 
this from the Word of God, either thou ſbalt have the Goſpel 
continued 1n the place where thou art, tho with ſome Troubles 
and Hardſhip : or it ſhall go along with thee whither thou goeſt, 
or come to thee where thou ſtayeſt: and that for theſe Rea» 
ſons. 1/,.God never makes a. era but he provides Meat 
for it, both for Soul and Body : food for.Soul and Body muſt 
be afforded even to Ravens, much more to God's Children, to 
uphold them to do God's Work that he will imploy them in- 


becauſe as Scripture ſaith, The cauſe is not yours, 'but Gods : 


and howſoever unworthy the Perſon is, God will not have his 
own Work-undone for his-own ſake, if not for thine. 24ly, God 


hath- promiſed he will never-fail nor forſake them that truſt in. 
him: and it is a good thing to have the Goſpel in their. hearts, . 


for then it: will. go along with them whitherſoever they go ,. 


becauſe it is- in their hearts, &c. 3dly, It is the Promiſe of 


God, that the word.that he hath. ſown in their heart, ſhall not 


depart out:of their hearts, nor out of the hearts of their Seed, . 


nor-out of the heart of their Seeds ſeed for ever., .4thly, The 


Goſpel muſt not. be taken from. any place till all the Eledt i 1a : 


that place be called in:. and it would be very uncharitable. to 
ſay, That there muſt be. no more conyerted in that. place,. till 


God. determine the matter by his Providence beyond. all.di-- 


ſpute-.. 
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But if Men pretend never fo much love to God, or the Goſpel, 
and beſtir themſelves never ſo much to preſerve the Goſpel 
among them : yet, if this be not in fiacerity, but in pretence, for 
ſome fnifter, worldly, or ſelfiſh Reſpe&, and prove incorrigeable 
in Sin; whether the Goſpel ſtay or go, it will be all one to 
them, becauſe they do not heartily intend to make uſe of it to 
their SanCification, or good-of their Souls: but only the name 
of it, and outward advantage by it, which will fink them dee- 
per into Hell : indeed,* ſome are like Devils, who, becauſe they 
muſt not go to Heaven themſelves, will take away all means by 
which others might be brought thither 3 but fuch will be ſure 
to ſmart the more for it. A BEansr = og 
Secondly, As to Nations, e*c. Tf you can find in a Nation, 
Town, or Country , from whence the Goſpel is in danger to 
| be removed, a conſiderable Company of fuch ſturdy Lads, whos 
will not give their Heads for the waſhing, as we phraſe it in our 
Country, of all ſorts'of Men, high and low; whether they be 
in Offices, or Places of Preferment orno ; Nay, if they decline 
-Offices and Preferments, leſt they ſhould be infſnared thereby, 
or ſee they can do no good in them, the refuſal of 'ſuch Pre- 
ferments is better to like. Suppoſe theſe make little or no 
- ſhew of that which is called, the Power and Purity of Religi- 
on, but profeſs that which is called a Form of Godlinefs; yet, 
if theſe be true to their own Common Intereſt, as Men, and'to 
their Country as Poſlefſors and Inhabitants thereof, and have 
fo much Wiſdom as to know their own Intereſt, and fo much 
Courage as to venture all for it,. and have ſo much Reſpe& to 
the beſt, moſt Religions Men , tho they be not of their way, 
as that they dare, and will joyn with them in the Commor' Ic- 
tereſt; and there be alſo a conſiderable number of them that 
are truly Godly, who dare joyn with the other; becauſe, tho 
they are not ſuch as they would have them to be, yet take 
them to be faithful 'ro the Common Fntereft. If this can be 
found, there is ſome hope that the Goſpel ſhall be continued 


_ . . Jn that Nation, for theſe Reaſons 3 viz. It is God that works 


i 


+ © Taſtice and Judgment among them-z fo other Nations will be 
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ima Mento know, and be true to their own Intereſt, as Men, and' 
that is for the Good of that Nation ; and if that Self-intereſt- 
men have ſo much Wiſdom, as to ſee wherein their own ſafety 
lies, afid ſo much underſtanding, as te know. Godlineſs, that they 
can confide in Godly men, to joyn with them in their Common 
 Tatereſt: This double Cord twiſted by the Lord, cannot eabily 
be broken, becauſe the beſt have a ſhare there ; and ſo 'tis 
more then probable, that the Goſpel will be continued there, . 
tho with much trouble and ſtriving. But again, . if bad Men 
be the greateſt for Number and Power, and the other not able 
to help, nor-ſave themſelvesz yet, if the leſs number that are 
oppreſſed , be humble, lament after God, and have ſo much - 
Courage to- abide the trouble, and keep to their: Duty, 
tho with many failings ; for who lives and fins not? There is 
yet hope of the Goſpels continuance, tho with many Troubles, 
becauſe God will hear: the cries of the Aﬀicted , and he will 
ſome way or other ſave them for his own Names ſake, tho they: 
know not from whence help ſhould come, till it do come. . 
But again, if a Nation profeſs Godlineſs, but in general deny 
the Power and Purity of* it, and-there be but a very few, and 

_ thoſe not known that they are ſach. If it be but as in Ahbab's 
time, Seven thouſand that have not bowed the knee-to Baal,- -- 
there is hope that God will ſpare that Nation. Aadif an El:jab.. 
1s tired out, that he can be no longer a Prophet to them ; yet 
ſome El:ſha ſhall be ſent to them, to dire ſuch in the.way to - 
Heaven, as will be willing to hearken to them 3 nay, as when - 
thoſe five Cities, Sodom might have been ſpared for-ten Righ-- 
teous Mens ſake; and Fersy/alem might have been: ſpared , if 
one Man could but have been found that would have executed 


_ = Tpared, . where the like number may be found ; but if Men be - 
wholly given up to deceit, as Jernſ/alexs was; that through de-- 
ceit none would acknowledg or ſcek after God, tho there ſhould : 
be the greateſt Reformation as to the outward part amongſt - 
them, that could be, as it was in Joſ#a/; time3 yet, if the we . 
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 dyofh Praflewetebin mere ds) hot.hearty.in;i ie; they 
yer'in! (danger to |have the Goſpel: taken” away, : and that . 
on,” Town, or Country deſtroyed, as: J#dab was:ſo ſoon-af. 
ter that: retended; /but:ndtintended Reformation. In a word; 
r-confiderable:number of:hamble Perſons,:: Miniſters,” apd Peo- 
"or theMiniſterswillingto.tcach; and}Pcople: willing to learn 
and -praQice; even under great -Perſecutions; you may: 'beſure 
the Goſpel will-not be removed from. that place, .or.clſe not 
ftaylong/out, of it; but return.again with/ Power: Laſtly, The 
"Gofpel-never forlakes-a Nation, till they forlake it, -eyen'tt 
whole of that Peoplez nor.it will not be totally removed,: 1] 
there :be-nones of God's Ele: ro be converted 4n it. That 
word may ſerve for all ; The Lord. is with you, while you 'be 
_ with him; -the:Goſpel will cot depart, till the whole /Body.of 
them thruſt it-away, which-we may-hope 1s not qur, caſe, "tho 
great troubles may; come to remove the; wicked | in. gue: times . 
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